
"Navigating the Falls . . . What Value the Reflection, 

Resilience, and Reinvention in Graduate Education? 

Clemson University - an Example.

2024 marks the 100th year of awarding graduate degrees 

at Clemson University, and three years short, technically, of 
100 years of CSGS' focus on graduate education. This 

centennial milestone for Clemson, and South Carolina's 

hosting of the CSGS conference in Greenville, affords an 

appropriate opportunity for reflection on progress, 

problems, solutions, predictions, hopes and desires -- not 
just at Clemson, but in the southern region. This session 

will use Clemson University as an example of the value 

embodied in the Conference theme, and will demonstrate 

the invaluable contributions of the Conference of Southern 

Graduate Schools to the growth of graduate education and 
research in the South.
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REFLECTION?





Sterling High School 
1896 – 1970
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Arrested for 
reading





Reflections 
About Graduate Education



Reflecting on the Past
Contemplating the Future

T. G . CL E M S ON O N  H I S  F RO N T P O RCH , F O RT H I L L CLE M S ON RE A D I NG  AT  F O RT H I LL



“I have long been of the opinion that the time would 

surely come, when in this country, more than in any 

other, the demand for scientific instruction, and that in 

its highest grade, would be imperative. … Each in its 

own State would form a center, around which other 

institutions would come into activity. Preparatory 

schools of various kinds and usefulness, would spring 

up, and their benign influence would extend and be felt 

to every part of the earth where a printed sheet 

would circulate.”     Thomas Green Clemson



“Learned Faculty”



Quality of Faculty – first sign of trouble 



“Learned Faculty”



The Students



John Heisman
 Tiger’s coach

1900-1903





Accreditation



Necessity of Graduate Education
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Average Faculty Pay in Southern Institutions



Resilience requires the 

ability to bounce back 

from setbacks.

Reinvention requires 

revising perceptions and 

processes.



Resilience requires the 

ability to bounce back 

from setbacks.

Reinvention requires 

revising perceptions and 

processes.



The Master’s Degree: 
A Huge Matter of 

Concern



TEACHER EDUCATION 



Patrick 
Hobson



Professor Charles S. Doggett

2nd master’s degree awarded 

to Charles S. Doggett
Faculty Support

CU STI, Series 100; and Series 1, Box 1, Folder 9

27

Degree Conferred



The Issue of 
Standards

“I believe that we can at Clemson 

provide more appropriate training of 

these men . . .” 

W.  H.  Washington, Dean of Summer 

School



NAVIGATING 
THE FALLS

• Committee on 

Standards and 

Requirements of 

the Master’s Degree

• Committee on 

Minimum Standards 

of the PhD Degree

• Committee on 

Teacher Education 

and Certification

Felder, 1/8/2024



THE 
GRADUATE 
COMMITTEE



• Shepherded graduate education from 

formative stage to its formal acceptance 

and establishment of the Graduate 

School 

• The best $10 the College spent on 

graduate education

Dr. Robert Franklin Poole 
President, Clemson A & M College  

1940-1958



Consultants Can Make You Change Your Mind!



FORCED TO CHANGE OR CHOICE TO CHANGE?



Graduate Degrees Summary, 1951-53



Dr. Hubert J. Webb
First Dean of the Graduate School, 1951-



The Real “First” 
Women Graduate



This was Clemson then . . . 



THIS IS CLEMSON 
NOW!



CLEMSON GRADUATE PROGRAMS and CENTERS, SPRING 2024

COLLEGES DOCTORATE MASTER’S SPECIALIST CERTIFICATE CENTERS Non-DEGREE

Architecture, Arts & 

Construction

2 9 1 1; 1*

Arts & Humanities 2 3

Agriculture, Forestry, 

& Life Sciences

6 9 1

Business 3 8 1*

Behavioral, Social & 

Health Sciences

8 9 5

Engineering, 

Computing & Applied 

Sciences

16 24 3 4 1

Science 9 11 1 1

Education 6 13 3 3 1

Interdisciplinary 2 1

Enrollment   =  5,346 1886 3232 59 169

Programs by Degree 52 88 3 12 7 4



The way it’s supposed to be . . .
Clemson – SC State 

Partnership

“the two land-grant 
institutions of South Carolina” 



938
791

1,152

1,890

1997 2003 2013 2023

Master’s Degrees Awarded at Clemson/yr

SOURCE: National Science Foundation Higher Education Research and 
Development Survey
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45 54
85 93

187

280

1963 1973 1983 1993 2003 2013 2023

Ph.D.’s Degrees Awarded at Clemson/yr



$6.7
$27.6

$78.6

$159.5 $152.4

$286.5

1973 1983 1993 2003 2013 2023

Total R&D Expenditures at Clemson (in millions)



Reinvention 
in 

Graduate Education



Without 
graduate 
education . . . 



“NAVIGATING THE FALLS”

What Value _____________

__________  has been . . .

__________ could be . . .

__________  should be . . .

the Ref lection, Resilience, 

and Reinvention in Graduate Education? 



Coming soon . . .

Tensions and Progress: Graduate Education 
and the Evolution to a University

by Frankie Felder, Senior Associate Dean of 
the Graduate School, Emeritus



Thank You!
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